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My fellow Stewards—“Stewardship our Way of Life” 
♦ Receive God’s gifts gratefully 
♦ Cultivate them responsibly 
♦ Share them lovingly in justice with others 
♦ Return them with increase to the Lord 

Teach us to be the very building….the people of God. 

Online Giving is a great way to help our 
administrative staff while supporting your 
church.  Signing up is easy—you can use 
a computer, tablet, or smartphone.  Just 
go to our church website:  
www.stscholasticaparish.org and click on 
the Online Giving logo to get started.                     

Need help setting up Online Giving?  
Contact: 

Our Sunday Visitor  
800-348-2886, ext. 2 or onlinegiving@osv.com 

Due to bulletin deadline schedules created by the upcoming 
Christmas and New Year Holidays, Stewardship information 
for the week of December 16 & 17 will be included in next 

week’s bulletin. 

Welcome to St. Scholastica Parish Office! 
 Visitors will check in at the front desk, and the staff member 

on duty will direct all visitors to their meeting room or 
appointment.   

As a gentle reminder please do not come to the parish 
facilities if you are not feeling well.  

Our Mission 

As a welcoming people, with Jesus as our foundation, 
we are the Catholic Community of St. Scholastica Parish.  

Guided by the Holy Spirit and the Scriptures and 
strengthened by the Eucharist, we humbly and joyfully 
accept our baptismal call to share our time, talents, and 
treasures to support and nurture each other and those 

in need. 

All those visiting the parish are invited to stop by the 
“Welcoming Center” in the Breezeway of the Church to 

pick up information about our parish.  Registration 
forms can be found in this area and once completed can 
be placed in the offertory basket at Mass.  The form can 
also be downloaded from our web site.  If you need any 
assistance in completing the form, please don’t hesitate 

to contact us at 630.985.2351, ext. 122.  We would also 
be happy to take your information over the phone. 

Welcome 

 

We encourage everyone to consider using the Sunday 
Offertory Envelopes or Online Giving as a way of giving to 

the Lord the “first fruits” of the “treasure” you have received. 

Total On Line Givers .......................................................... 138 
Total On Line Gifts .................................................... $5,593.12 
Total Weekend Stewardship .................................... $16,158.37 

December 9 & 10, 2023 
 

Total Envelopes at Masses ................................................. 190 
Collection at Masses-Envelopes ............................... $5,225.20 
Collection at Masses-Loose ....................................... $5,340.05 
Total Collection at Masses ....................................... $10,565.25 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday, Closed   

Tuesday through Friday, 8 am to 4 pm 
Saturday and Sunday, Closed 

Please call the office before you come,  
as office hours are subject to change. 

November, 2023 
 

Outstanding Loan at Diocese ................................... $243,763 

How Can This Be? 
 

Words of a visiting angel:  Do not be afraid; God has this 
plan; you are full of grace.  Mary speaks aloud what we all are 
thinking:  “How can this be?”  God makes it possible because 
God makes us holy! 

 

† What should I stop fearing? 
 

† What is God’s plan for me just for this day? 
 

† What will I do this week as God’s holy person that 
benefits someone else? 

Scan the QR code and you will be taken to our 
online giving portal at Our Sunday Visitor - 
OSV. Set up one time or recurring donations for 
Sunday Offerings (Stewardship) or peruse the 
site for special collections and set them up too! 
Thank you and God Bless you for your 
continued support and generosity!  



Fr. Norb, C.R. 

I greet everyone on this Fourth 

Sunday of Advent with joyful 

expecta on as we approach the 

conclusion of this Advent Season. 

Hopefully everyone has 

completed all the tasks that they 

wished to finish before Christmas Day.  As I was looking 

ahead and thinking about the 24th of December, I came 

across an interes ng item:  during this day of 24 hours we 

will have only 9 hours and 15 minutes of daylight in 

Woodridge, IL.  If you stop to think about it, that is really 

a lot of darkness on this Fourth Sunday of Advent.  

Consciously or unconsciously, all of us are probably 

wishing for more daylight because everything seems so 

drab and dreary in the darkness.  And yet that is why the 

Lord Jesus was born in me:  to end the darkness that the 

human race was walking in.  We celebrate this Sunday of 

Advent and hear about the angel Gabriel surprising the 

Virgin Mary and telling her, "Behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus.  He will be great and will be called Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David 
his father.”  [Luke 1]  Mary was totally surprised when 

she received this news, but ul mately replied, "Behold, I 
am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to me 
according to your word."  [Luke 1]  This evening may we 

be like Mary and open our hearts to receive the light of 

the Lord which will dispel the darkness in our lives.  Once 

again on behalf of the en re staff at St. Scholas ca 

Parish, I pray that the Lord bless you with a bright joyful 

light that will li  your heart to bring the light of Christ 

into all the lives of the people you encounter during this 

Christmas week.  
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Your Weekly Message  
from Fr. Norbert, CR 

PARISH GOAL:  $99,000 
 

AMOUNT PLEDGED:  $90,789 
 

AMOUNT PAID:  $88,379 
 

PLEDGED BALANCE DUE:  $2,410 
 

FAMILIES PLEDGED:  379 of 1,645 

Thank you for your continuing support! 

Our progress to date is: 

Resurrection Perpetual Memorials  

The Priests and Brothers of the 
Resurrection will remember your 
loved one throughout the year.  

Available by calling the Parish Office. 

St. Scholastica Advent & Christmas Schedule 2023 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Saturday, December 23—4:30 pm Mass 

Sunday, December 24—8 am, 10 am, & 12 Noon Masses 
 

Christmas Eve—Sunday, December 24 
4 pm Masses in Church & Gym 

9:30 pm Caroling 
10 pm Mass in the Church 

 

Christmas Day—Monday, December 25 
9 am & 11 am Masses 

 

The Most Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph 
Saturday, December 30—4:30 pm Mass 

Sunday, December 31—8 am, 10 am, & 12 Noon Masses 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Monday, January 1—9 am Mass 
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IN OUR THOUGHTS  
AND PRAYERS: 

 

Major Tanner Courtney USMC, SP4 Brian Dilger,  
Lance Corporal Jaleasia Reed, Captain Joe Chambers,  

1st Lt Rachel Schlitter, Corporal Donte Reed,  
Airman Robert Rouille, VT Claire Gieseke,  

PVT Michaelangelo Zaucha Fernandez,  
ET 1 Kim Bellavia, LT Michael Bellavia,  

Sargent Daron J. Reed, SPC Matthew Aubele,  
PFC SGT Eric Kuchta, Staff SGT Kyle Gulley,  
PFC Sebastian Elapumkal, SGT Trent Johnson,   

SPC Samantha Rapp, PVT Jake Higley,  
Captain Mark F. Luneburg, PFC Michael Jacobson,  

EMF-K Karl Gieseke, NSM Larry J. Threadgill,  
LTC Noel Sioson, Major Brady Sexton,  

Ensign Randall Jacob Hopkins,  
Major Kenneth Schlorf, Sergeant Donald J. May,  
Staff SGT Ryan Gulley, Major David G. Mack,  

MFN Jesse Kolek 

Continue to Pray for Our Friends and Family who are in 
Active Duty in the Military.   

If you would like loved ones who are on 
active duty in the military to be included 
on the bulletin board in the Breezeway, 
drop pictures off in the Parish Office. 

Arranging a Funeral 
 

Arrangements for a Funeral Mass are made through the 
Funeral Home you choose.  The Funeral Home will contact 
the Parish Administration Center to schedule the Mass.   
If arrangements will not be made through a funeral home, 
please contact the Parish Administration Center at 
630.985.2351x122 for assistance.  More information can be 
found on the Parish Web Site:  www.stscholasticaparish.org  

St. Peregrine 

Pray for Us 

Please Pray for Our  
Friends and Family  

Battling Cancer 

Richard Buban, Heather McMillen, 
 Nora Sanstad, Jerry Munley,  

Mary Joy Germo, Deb Sharbak,  
Marlene Talaski, Sonja Rudny,  

Celeste Aguzino, Marilyn Ayersman,  
Jack Nagle, Sandra Woodring,  
Clem Campbell, Judy Retterer 

To request to be added or removed from 
the cancer list, please contact the office 
at 630.985.2351, ext.122.  In order to 
keep the list up to date, names will be 

removed automatically after six months. 

Congratulations on the birth of your child and thank you for 
taking the first step with your child on a life-long journey of 
faith.  In preparation for this very joyous celebration you are 
required to take part in an on-line Baptismal Preparation 
Program.  Please call Marisa at 630.985.2351x122 or e-mail 
mtrevino@stscholasticaparish.org for more information and 
to sign up for the course.  Baptisms can only be scheduled 
after completion of the baptismal course.   

Sacrament of Baptism 

 

Glenn Clark 

Lynn Hope 

Jim Wagner 

John Reilly 

Fiorella Hufnal 

Lynn Love 

Rodolfo Arana 

Carmella Markett 

Alexander Napierkowski 

 Lou Kammer 

 
If you or a member of your immediate family are in need 
of prayer, please contact the Parish Office at 985-2351, 
ext. 122, and we will place the name in the bulletin.  
Names will remain in the bulletin for 4 weeks unless you 
call to have prayers extended.  

A SOLDIER’S PRAYER 
By John E. Kleiman 

 

Dear Lord, 
 

I’m just a soldier, a protector of our land. A servant called to 
battle when my country takes a stand. I pray for strength and 
courage and a heart that will forgive. For peace and 
understanding in a world for all to live. 

 

My family’s prayers are with me, no matter where I roam. 
Please listen when I’m lonely and return me safely home. 
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Sacrament of Marriage 
 

Preparation for marriage involves special 
instruction for the couple. Notification to the 
Parish Administration Center is required 
at least 6 months in advance. Please call 
Sue at the Parish Administration Center, 985-2351, ext. 124, 
for more information.  

www.facebook.com/stscholasticaparish/woodridgeil 

The Tabernacle Candle 
"In accordance with traditional custom, near 
the tabernacle a special lamp, fueled by oil 

or wax, should be kept alight to indicate and 
honor the presence of Christ." (General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal 316)  If 

you would like to make a donation in honor 
or in memory of a loved one, please call the 

Parish Office.  The donation is $10.  The 
candle offering is for one week. 

Mass Schedule    
 

Weekend 
Saturday  .............................. 4:30 P.M. 
Sunday .......................... 8 A.M., 10 A.M. and 12 NOON 
 

Daily 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday ... 8:30 A.M. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday ............................................ 3:30 – 4:15 P.M. 

 

Would you like to provide a fresh floral 
arrangement to adorn the sanctuary of our 
church on a given Sunday? This is a wonderful 

opportunity to commemorate a special event, i.e. a 
birth, wedding anniversary, anniversary of a loved 

one’s death, etc. Your name and the occasion will be 
published in the bulletin.  To order your arrangement 

and secure the date you wish simply contact The 
parish office at 630.985.2351, ext. 122. Seventy-five 

dollars will cover the cost and the Art and 
Environment Committee will take care of the rest!  

Pulpit Announcements  
need to be to Lisa Riedl 

lriedl@stscholasticaparish.org 
by 9 am the  

Tuesday before the weekend 

Eucharis c Adora on 
1st Tuesday of this Month, since the First is  

the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Next date:  Tuesday, January 2, 2024 

Time:  1:00 PM‐5:00 PM 
Where:  Chapel 

 

You are invited to come spend me in silent prayer with 
Jesus, present in the Eucharist.  The Eucharist will be 
exposed at 1:00 PM for you to come at your convenience.  
The me you spend with Jesus is up to you.  Closing 
benedic on will be at 5:00 PM. 

Altar Flowers for the  
weekend of December 23 & 24 

are provided in  
Loving Memory of  

Josephine & Harvey Peterson 

The Tabernacle Candle 
is offered this week for: 

 

Michael Endres 
 

By: Gayle Endres 
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Social Concerns &  
Service Programs 

Important Phone Numbers                              
Confidential Emergency Financial Assistance 

630.985.2351x3 
West Suburban Community Pantry (food assistance) 

630.512.9921 
For Sick, Homebound and Hospital Visits ........ …
630.985.2351x122 
Birthright (Crisis Pregnancy)  .............................. 630.355.9888 
Catholic Charities (Crisis Pregnancy) ................. 630.495.9850 
Domestic Violence Hotline  .................................. 630.469.5650 
Hope’s Front Door………………. ....................... 630.322.9803 
F.I.S.H. Food Pantry & Clothes Closet .................. 630.964.7776 

Our Vibrant Bulletin Delivered 
Straight to Your Inbox 

Subscribe to parishesonline.com to get a 
link to our bulletin delivered straight to 

your inbox!  Visit: 
www.parishesonline.com 

and search for St. Scholastica Parish to get 
started today.  It’s fast, easy, and free! 

Just a Reminder: 
 

If you or anyone that you know 
is experiencing a situa on 
where Immediate Prayers is 
desired, please contact Beverly 
Murphy at 
murphy807@aol.com with the 
words Prayer Request in the 
subject area.  Your request will 

immediately be sent to those of the parish who have 
volunteered to be part of this ministry. 

If anyone feels led to become a link in this immediate 
Prayer Chain, please contact Beverly at the above email 
address with Prayer Request in the subject line.  We 
currently have fi een links in our chain, and addi onal links 
are always welcome. 
 

The parish office personnel will s ll need to be contacted at 
630.985.2351x122 if you wish for the request to appear in 

the weekly bulle n. 

Immediate 
Prayer Chain 

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR EDUCATION COMMISSION  
BY COMING TO HOSPITALITY THE WEEKEND OF 

JANUARY 6 & 7 
AFTER ALL MASSES 

All are welcome to join your fellow parishioners  
In the gym! 

If you have any ques ons, please contact   
Marlene Clark at 224‐531‐2622  

 THANK YOU to all who chose a family  
for food or gifts for Christmas! 

  

God bless you and your families with peace and joy 
this holiday season. 

 

 -Sponsored by St. Scholastica Christian Outreach  

It’s the me of year where you can make an even bigger 
difference in your charitable gi  giving.  With your 
generosity, Daybreak now supports three families who live 
in an apartment paid for with your help.  Our Adopt‐A‐
Family campaign will begin again during Lent but this me 
of year gives you a new opportunity to give an addi onal 
amount helping to solidify our commitment to allow three 
families to grow in learning life skills while being successful 
in transi onal housing.  We call upon you to help with 
whatever amount you feel comfortable giving.  To do so 
please take one of our envelopes from the narthex, include 
your dona on (checks made payable to Daybreak of St. 
Scholas ca), and drop it in the collec on basket or simply 
drop a check into the basket.  To give online go to h ps://
osvhub.com/stscholas caparish/funds and scroll un l you 
see DayBreak Program.  Our families bless and thank you 
and we wish you an excep onally joyful Christmas. 
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How is your Eucharis c 
Revival going?  

By now, if you were so inclined, you 
would have visited 
eucharis crevival.org/get‐involved to 

sign up for nine days of emails. 

The Eucharist is the source of our Chris an life.  

The Eucharist is also the summit of our Chris an life.  

Sadly, some mes we forget about the primacy of the 
Eucharist, mistaking it for a symbol or religious ritual. This 
can make us miss out on all the transforma ve graces 
available to us in the Blessed Sacrament. If we truly desire 
revival, we must desire a renewed encounter with Jesus. 
God makes himself incredibly accessible to us who long for 
him. A miracle happens at every Mass. Through 
transubstan a on, God dwells with us in the form of bread 
and wine. Although our five senses cannot detect any 
change in the bread and wine, the eyes of faith reveal that 
Christ is truly present — Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. 
For this reason, the Eucharist is the font and apex — the 
source and summit — of every grace and blessing. The 
Eucharist is truly Jesus.  

Prayer: Jesus, we thank you for the gi  of the Eucharist. 
Please give us the grace to believe in your True Presence 
when our human senses fail. We desire the eyes of faith, 
because we believe you are the spring of every good thing. 
Nothing is be er than you. Allow us to be good and pure 
vessels, ready to partake and receive you in the Blessed 
Sacrament. We believe; help our unbelief. Amen  

Challenge 1: Visit Jesus present in the tabernacle — 
whether in a church or in an adora on chapel — and make 
an act of faith. You can pray, “Jesus, I believe that you are 
present here with me — Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. I 
pray for our Church, that all may come to believe in your 
Real Presence.” 

Challenge 2: Spend 30 minutes reflec ng and contempla ng 
Mary’s love and devo on to her son, Jesus.  

Challenge 3: Spend half an hour praying the rosary. Give 
God access to your heart and try to become one with the 
mysteries as you pray. 

Please choose a Challenge and commit to it. This could 
renew and revive our hearts and souls. 

We pray: “Reawaken our wonder at Your presence in the 
Most Holy Eucharist.” 

Peace, shalom,  
Shawn Denning  

Parishioner  
RCIA/OCIA Sponsor  

Jesus and the Eucharist:  

A Small Group Series for Eucharis c Revival 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

As we con nue this year of Eucharis c Revival, we would 
like to invite you to grow closer to Jesus alongside fellow 
parishioners through the Jesus and the Eucharist study. This 
study was specifically designed for this Year of Parish 
Revival, and we will be joining many other parishes 
throughout the United States in par cipa ng in this small 
group study as we journey together through this three‐year 
Na onal Eucharis c Revival. 
 

Each session is full of rich theological content, powerful 
tes monies, and unique and mely messages from 
individual bishops across the country. This is a great 
opportunity to dive more deeply into the richness of our 
Eucharis c faith. 
 

This study will be a special me to grow in community 
within our parish as we walk this sacred year together, and 
we really desire you to join us. 
 

To make this program more accessible to our parishioners 
there will be a day me offering and an evening offering of 
the same program. The program will be offered during Lent 
on Wednesdays beginning February 21, 2024, through April 
3, 2024. Look for registra on informa on in the bulle n, 
parish website, and program posters a er January 1, 2024. 
 

Fr. Norbert Raszeja, CR 
Pastor 

Too many 2024 calendars coming your way? 
 

Roger's Writers is collec ng 2024 Calendars as well as 
Christmas cards and the other cards that you have so gener‐
ously donated. Any size or shape of calendar is welcomed. 
We have connected with another Pen Pal Group that sends 
out thousands of calendars to ins tu ons each year. 
 

Thank You ! 
Shawn Denning ~ sdenning@stscholas caparish.org 
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Keep Christ in Christmas Contest Winners 

The Knights of Columbus, in cooperation with the St. Scholastica School staff, Religious Education, and 
Christ the Servant would like to share the winners of the “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest.   

Arabella F. (K-2nd Grade) 
School Student 

Michelle H. (3rd-5th Grade) 
Religious Education Student 

Alexandra V. (6th-8th Grade) 
School Student 
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Publish Date Copy Due Date Send to Publisher 

January 7 December 28 January 2 

January 14 January 4 January 9 

January 21 January 11 January 16 

January 28 January 18 January 23 

Please Note Upcoming Bulletin Deadlines 

Monday, December 25th 

Merry Christmas! 
Offices and Facilities Closed  

 

Tuesday, December 26th 

No Evening Meetings 
 

Wednesday, December 27th 
No Evening Meetings 

 

Thursday, December 28th 

No Evening Meetings 
 

Friday, December 29th 

6:00 pm—Private Party in Activity Center 
 

Saturday, December 30th 

6:00 pm—Private Party in Activity Center 
 

Sunday, December 31st 

No Meetings or Activities 
 

For a complete calendar, visit the calendar page on  
the Parish Web Site at www.stscholasticaparish.org  

† denotes deceased...  
 

Monday, December 25, The Nativity of the Lord 
Christmas 

9:00 a.m.—† Emily Cullen—Doug & Julie Lenhart 
11:00 a.m.—Manny & Mimi Sioson [Anniversary]—Family 

 

Tuesday, December 26, Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 
Canada: Boxing Day 

8:30 a.m.—† William Dixon—Patrick Kokandy 
 † Edgar V. Simpson—Marj Nicoletti 
 † Bert & Betty Foster—Jim & Sonja Rudny 
 † Michael Brown—Terry Brown & Family 
    In Thanksgiving—Terry Brown 
 

Wednesday, December 27, St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 
8:30 a.m.—† Michael Endres—Gayle Endres 
  † Luz Parrales—Reynoso Family 
  † Leoncio Paras—Esmeralda & Family 
     Gina & John & Families—Terry Brown  
     Anna, Margaret, Hektor, & Jason [Health & 

Blessings]—Irene Lasota 
 

Thursday, December 28, The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
No Public Mass 

    

Friday December 29, Fifth Day within the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord 

Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr 
8:30 a.m.—† Thomas Bonk—Mary Glavac 
        

Saturday, December 30, Sixth Day within the Octave of 
the Nativity of the Lord 

 

Vigil: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
4:30 p.m.— † Janet Ochala—Family 
 

Sunday, December 31, The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

8:00 a.m.—† Betty Dixon—Patricia Kokandy 
10:00 a.m.—The Parish Family of St. Scholastica  
12:00 p.m.—Patrick Sioson [In Thanksgiving/Birthday]—

Family 


